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The 8 ASRIC Congress was held from the 41" to the 6! of November, 2025 at the Diamond Leisure
Beach &Golf Resort, Mombasa, Kenya. This year’s Congress theme is “Inclusive and
Community-Based Innovation for Science Technology and Innovation -Driven Prosperity in
Africa”.

The following member states were represented in the meeting;

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Comoros, Egypt, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya,
Malawi, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. The congress was attended by 54 members of the ASRIC Scientific committees,
working groups and the Diaspora representatives.

1. Opening Session

a. The Congress appreciated the presence of H. E. Prof. Shaukat Abdulrazak, Principal

Secretary, State Department of Science Research and Innovation, Office of the Prime Cabinet
Secretary and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Diaspora of Kenya, as the guest of honour
at the 8" ASRIC Congress.

The Congress acknowledged the need for inclusive and community-based innovation as the
pathway forward to advancing Africa’s scientific development through production for local
consumption and to strengthen the link between universities and communities.

The Congress emphasized the need for African Scientists to champion and actively
participate in addressing African socio-economic challenges and to derive solutions to bridge
these gaps.

2. Report on the ASRIC Implementation of the STISA 2024

a. The Congress noted the report and commended the secretariat and the Bureau on the ASRIC

implementation of the STISA 2024.

The Congress decided to align its current strategic and action plan with the provisions of
STISA 2034 recently adopted by the African Union.

The Congress observed limited financial and human resources continue to hinder progress to
achieve ASRIC objectives and called on the African Union and international partners to
support the ASRIC projects and programmes by availing the needed resources.

3. Report on ASRIC Journals

a.

The Congress acknowledged and approved the comprehensive report on the ASRIC Scientific
Journals and appreciated the dedication to scholarly excellence of the Editors-in-Chief.

The Congress commended the efforts and contributions of the reviewers and encouraged the
active participation of National Academies in expanding the spectrum of expertise and



specialization for future review. It further reiterated its call to members to contribute to the
continued advancement, visibility, and impact of the ASRIC Journals within Member States.

4. Report on ASRIC Scholarship Scheme

a. The Congress noted with appreciation the report on the ASRIC Scholarship Scheme and called
upon members of the Academies and Research Councils to support and strengthen the
initiative. It further commended and recognized the commitment of the Euro-Mediterranean
University of Fez, Morocco to the ASRIC Scholarship Scheme and acknowledged its
continuous support to scholarship scheme.

b. The Congress appreciated the generous offer of the Government of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria and the Algerian Academy of Sciences and Technology for their active
participation in the 2026 session of the scheme by availing 10 PhD fully funded scholarships.

5. Report on African Technology Transfer Center

a. The Congress noted with satisfaction the progress made on the development of the African
Technology Transfer Framework, commended the efforts of the working groups, and
extended their mandate to finalize the Framework and present a comprehensive report to the
next Congress.

b. The Congress acknowledged the submission by Obour University requesting the
accreditation of its African Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) as an ASRIC Centre of
Excellence, and mandated the Bureau to undertake all necessary actions to assess and process
the accreditation accordingly.

6. The ADMIR Activity Report

a. The Congress appreciated and commended the efforts of the ASRIC’s center of excellence,
African Disaster Mitigation Research Center (ADMIR), Egypt in improving monitoring and
expanding multi-hazard research projects including capacity-building programmes, for
specialists from African countries.

b. The Congress welcomed the ADMIR initiative to establish the Shanghai—Africa Disaster
Mitigation Joint Lab on Optoelectronic Remote Sensing & Early Warning in partnership with
Fudan University, and the creation of a new open GIS platform for disaster risk data sharing.

c. The Congress requested the ASRIC Bureau and Secretariat to support the implementation of
the initiatives in [6b], including high-level coordination with relevant international partners.

d. The Congress also took cognizance of the capacity building programme for disaster
mitigation in African in January 2025.



7. Report on Potential International Cooperation

a. The Congress noted the report on the second Afro Mediterranean Conference on Atrtificial
Intelligence (AMCAI) and called upon its members to participate actively on the 3rd AMCAI
in Alexandra, Egypt.

b. The Congress welcomed with appreciation the report on the collaboration with the Beijing
Academy of Artificial Intelligence (BAAI) and requested the Bureau to finalize the
Memorandum of Understanding between the two respective institutions.

c. The Congress welcomed with appreciation the report on the collaboration with the
Polytechnic University Hauts-de-France and its potential participation in the ASRIC
Scholarship Scheme. In furtherance, delegated the Bureau to finalize the Memorandum of
Understanding between the two Institutions.

8. Report on International Center for Artificial Intelligence Research and Ethics (ICAIRE)
Activities with ASRIC

a. The Congress acknowledged and endorsed the report on the capacity building programme for
African women in Artificial Intelligence as a milestone to enhance the participation and the
capacity of African women in emerging technologies.

b. The Congress welcomed the collaboration of ASRIC with the ICAIRE and requested the
Bureau to consider the possibilities for further cooperation.

9. The ASRIC Diaspora Report

a. The Congress noted with appreciation the reports presented by the Diaspora Chapter Chairs
(Australia and United Kingdom) and commended their leadership for the advancement of
ASRIC’s objectives.

b. The Congress commended the UK Chapter for introducing the innovative programmes:
Stimulating Entrepreneurial Thinking for Academics and Researchers (SETAR) and
International Grantsmanship and Resource Mobilization (IGRM), and encouraged National
Academies to actively participate in and benefit from these initiatives.

c. The Congress applauded the Australia Chapter for its progress toward the establishment of The
Australia Africa Institute and requested the Bureau and the Secretariat to provide the necessary
support.

10. Update on the Guidelines on the operationalization of the ASRIC Diaspora Chapters

a. The Congress noted the progress made on the development of the Guidelines on the
operationalization of the ASRIC Diaspora Chapters and requested the expansion of the
Working Group.

b. The Congress resolved to extend the mandate of the Working Group to finalize the Guidelines
and present a comprehensive report to the next Bureau meeting.



11. ASRIC Ad-Hoc working groups

a. The Congress appreciated and recognized the great work made by the various ASRIC Ad-
Hoc working groups and commended their members for the tremendous efforts shown to
achieve the STISA 2024 vision and objectives. The Congress further resolved to dissolve all
the existing working groups and mandated the Bureau to institute new working groups to
address the emerging priorities under STISA 2034.

b. The Congress further called upon the Bureau and Secretariat to prepare a detailed Terms of
Reference for the new working groups.

12. ASRIC Flagship Presentation on Harnessing Traditional Medicine

a. The Congress acknowledged the importance of harnessing Traditional Medicine as a vital
component of achieving affordable and accessible healthcare in Africa, utilizing its vast
biodiversity and knowledge and mandated the Bureau to establish a working group to develop
a comprehensive framework to guide the research and development, promotion, integration,
and sustainable utilization of traditional medicine across the continent.

b. The Congress further called upon its members to establish a cooperative framework among
ASRIC institutions aimed at building capacity and fostering collaboration in the fields of
Traditional Medicine, Natural Cosmetics, Functional Foods/Nutraceuticals, and other high-
value natural products, in support of Africa’s health and socio-economic development.

13. The Report on Eradicating Stunting in Africa Project

The Congress received with appreciation the progress report on Eradicating Stunting in Africa
Project and extend the mandate of the Working Group to develop an implementation plan for the
framework on Eradicating Stunting in Africa Project.

14. Inclusive and Community-Based Innovation: An Imperative Solution to Africa’s Socio-
Economic Challenges

Realizing the socio-economic challenges confronting Africa and its citizens, which stem in part from
the existing innovation gap negatively affecting the continent’s economy, the Congress:
a. Appreciated the keynote address and acknowledged the importance of Inclusive and
Community-Based Innovation as a critical component of Africa’s STI Agenda for addressing
the continent’s socio-economic challenges.

b. Called upon National Academies in Africa, National Research Council Institutions, and AU
Member States to integrate and mainstream Inclusive and Community-Based Innovation into
their national and institutional development agendas, policies, strategies, and implementation
frameworks to promote sustainable socio-economic development.

c. Encouraged Member States to conduct detailed surveys and mapping exercises to compile
innovation data and create a continental database of Inclusive and Community-Based



Innovation outputs and perfected technologies relevant to Africa’s socio-economic

development.

d. Requested the ASRIC Bureau to establish a Working Group tasked with developing a
comprehensive framework on Inclusive and Community-Based Innovation for the continent.

14. On hosting the 2026 ASRIC Congress

a. The Congress appreciated unanimously the proposal from the Algerian Academy of Sciences
to host the 2026 ASRIC Congress, which will focus on diaspora-related issues, and expressed
gratitude to the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria for its interest in supporting the
event.

b. The Congress urged the Secretariat to work closely with the Algerian Academy of Sciences
and to explore opportunities for securing the support of relevant stakeholders and the
Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria.

15. Acknowledgement

The Congress is grateful to the Government of the Republic of Kenya as well as the Kenya
National Academy of Sciences for hosting of the Congress and hospitality. The Congress
appreciated the Bureau I11 and the ASRIC Secretariat for the work done to ensure the success of
the Congress.

Done in Mombasa, Kenya, 61 November, 2025.



